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merged into society as the wives of the eligible bachelors
of the Presidency- The arrival of these young ladies always
excited much interest, and as the ship came up to her
moorings we could see a large crowd at the landing-place,
where many of my Haileybury friends were much in
evidence. Of course they had come down with the sole
object of meeting me! Anyhow, the greetings were most
hearty, and I found myself carried off by my good friend
Jack Burney to a house in Chowrmghee where he was then
living with his brother, a chaplain at the cathedral, and
told, with true Indian hospitality, that I was to make that
house my home until I could settle myself comfortably in
suitable quarters. Certain events of one's life remain photo-
graphed on one's brain, and to me one of these is the
morning drive up from Garden Reach, the first view of
Calcutta as one got abreast of the cathedral, with Govern-
ment House, the shipping, the fort, and then in front of
us the great plain or Maidan, and on this side the long
stretch of the large houses of Chowringhee, which have
earned for Calcutta the name of the ** City of Palaces/'
Since that morning of more than fifty years ago, much
has changed in Calcutta, but this magnificent view remains
nearly the same, save that some of the stucco houses have
been replaced by finer buildings. The remains of a huge
bamboo framework erected on the Maidan for fireworks were
pointed out to me, and I realised that, whilst I was on
board ship, India had passed from the East India Company
to the Crown, and that I was not to be a servant of ** John
Company/* but of her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen,
The fireworks had followed the reading of the Queen's
Proclamation of a fortnight before.

The delights of roomy quarters, and the breakfast on
the, broad verandah, and other luxuries so acceptable after
a voyage on shipboard, how vividly they remain impressed
on my memory after the lapse of even more than half a
century! In the afternoon I was taken in hand by several
college friends, driven down to the cricket-ground and en-